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Essential Functions 
Checklist 

BLOOD BORNE PATHOGENS 
 
 
 

1. Purpose 
To provide guidelines for employees to help ensure their safety when the possibility of 
exposure exists. 

2. Policy 
All employees shall practice universal precautions when the possibility of exposure to 
blood borne pathogens exists. 

3. Procedures 
A. Whenever there is a possibility of exposure to blood or other bodily fluids, routinely 

recommended precautions should be followed.  The level of intervention should be 
determined by the degree of potential risk. 

B. If there is accidental contact with blood or other bodily fluids, hands should be 
washed immediately and toughly. 

C. Particular care should be taken in Emergency situations where the risk is unknown 
and the possibility of accidental exposure is heightened. 

D. All disposable sharp items should be placed in puncture resistant containers located 
in close proximity to the area in which they are used.  No needles are to be recapped 
or reused and once used, all needles are to be rendered inoperable. 

E. In order to reduce the need for mouth-to-mouth resuscitation there should be 
appropriate ventilation devices located whenever the need for resuscitation can be 
reasonably anticipated. 

F. It is appropriate to dispose of bodily fluid in a toilet.  Those items that cannot be 
disposed of in this manner should be wrapped securely in a plastic bag and disposed 
of in a manner that is consistent with Federal, State, and local regulations. 

G. Spills of bodily fluids should be cleaned with an appropriate detergent while the 
individual is wearing disposable gloves. 

H. The affected surface should be disinfected with bleach, sodium hypochlorite, or 
another EPA approved mycobacterial disinfectant. 

 
FIRE AND ELECTRICAL SAFETY 

 
 
 

If you discover a fire: 
 
1. Remove all patients or personnel in the immediate vicinity of the fire. 
2. Activate the alarm and notify other staff members that a fire exists. 
3. Contain the fire and smoke by closing all doors in the area. 
4. Extinguish the fire, if it is a very small fire, or allow the fire department to extinguish 

it. 
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